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AN ACT in relation to vehicles.

Be it enacted by the People of the State of |Illinois,

represented in the General Assenbly:

Section 5. The |Illinois Vehicle Code is anended by

changi ng Sections 11-408 and 11-412 as fol |l ows:

(625 ILCS 5/11-408) (from Ch. 95 1/2, par. 11-408)

Sec. 11-408. Police to report notor vehicle accident
i nvesti gations.

(a) Every law enforcement officer who investigates a
nmot or vehicle accident for which a report is required by this
Article or who prepares a witten report as a result of an
investigation either at the tinme and scene of such notor
vehi cl e accident or thereafter by interviewng participants
or wtnesses shall forward a witten report of such notor
vehicle accident to the Adm nistrator on forns provided by
the Adm nistrator under Section 11-411 within 10 days after
investigation of the notor vehicle accident, or wthin such
other time as is prescribed by the Admnistrator. Such
witten reports required to be forwarded by |aw enforcenent
officers and the information contained therein are privil eged
as to the Secretary of State and the Departnent and, in the
case of second division vehicles operated under certificate
of conveni ence and necessity issued by the Illinois Conmerce
Comm ssion, to the Comm ssion, and but shall net be held
confidential by the reporting |aw enforcenent officer or

agency for a period of 60 days after the date the report 1is

filed, as provided in Section 11-412 of this Code. The

Secretary of State may al so disclose notations of accident
i nvol venent mai nt ai ned on i ndi vidual driving records.
However, the Admi nistrator or the Secretary of State my

require a supplenental witten report fromthe reporting | aw
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enforcenment officer and such suppl enental report shall be for
the privileged use of the Secretary of State and the
Departnent and shall be held confidential.

(b) The Departnment at its discretion may require a
suppl enment al witten report from the reporting |aw
enforcenment officer on a formsupplied by the Departnment to
be submtted directly to the Departnent. Such suppl enment al
report may be used only for accident studies and statistical
or analytical purposes, and shall be for the privil eged use
of the Departnent and shall be held confidential.

(c) The Departnent at its discretion may also provide
for in-depth investigations of a notor vehicle accident by
i ndi viduals or special investigation groups, including but
not limted to police officers, photographers, engineers,
doctors, mechanics, and as a result of the investigation may
require the submssion of witten reports, photographs,
charts, sketches, graphs, or a conbination of all. Such
i ndi vidual witten reports, photographs, charts, sketches, or
graphs may be used only for accident studies and statistical
or analytical purposes, shall be for the privileged use of
t he Departnent and held confidential, and shall not be wused
inany trial, civil or crimnal.

(d) On and after July 1, 1997, |aw enforcenent officers
who have reason to suspect that the notor vehicle accident
was the result of a driver's |oss of consciousness due to a
medi cal condition, as defined by the Driver's License Medi cal
Revi ew Law of 1992, or the result of any nedical condition
that inpaired the driver's ability to safely operate a notor
vehicle shall notify the Secretary of this determnation.
The Secretary, in conjunction wth the Driver's License
Medi cal Advisory Board, shall determine by admnistrative
rule the tenmporary conditions not required to be reported
under the provisions of this Section. The Secretary shall,

in conj unction W th t he I11inois State Police and
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representatives of |ocal and county | aw enforcenent agencies,
pronmul gate any rul es necessary and devel op the procedures and
docunents that may be required to obtain witten, electronic,
or other agreed upon nethods of notification to inplenment the
provi sions of this Section.

(e) Law enforcenent officers reporting under t he
provi sions of subsection (d) of this Section shall enjoy the
sanme immunities granted nenbers of the Driver's License
Medi cal Advi sory Board under Section 6-910 of this Code.

(f) Al information furnished to the Secretary under
subsection (d) of this Section shall be deened confidential
and for the privileged use of the Secretary in accordance
with the provisions of subsection (j) of Section 2-123 of
t hi s Code.

(Source: P.A 89-503, eff. 7-1-96; 89-584, eff. 7-31-96;
90- 14, eff. 7-1-97.)

(625 ILCS 5/11-412) (fromCh. 95 1/2, par. 11-412)

Sec. 11-412. Mot or vehi cl e acci dent reports
confidential.

(a) Al required witten notor vehicle accident reports
and suppl enental reports shall be without prejudice to the
i ndi vidual so reporting and shall be for the confidential use
of the Departnent and the Secretary of State and, in the case
of second division vehicles operated under certificate of
conveni ence and necessity issued by the Illinois Comerce
Comm ssion, of the Conm ssion, except that the Adm nistrator
or the Secretary of State or the Conm ssion nmay disclose the
identity of a person involved in a notor vehicle accident
when such identity is not otherw se known or when such person
denies his presence at such notor vehicle accident and the
Department shall disclose the identity of the insurance
carrier, if any, upon demand. The Secretary of State may al so

di scl ose notations of accident involvenent nmaintained on
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i ndi vidual driving records. The Departnent may furnish
copies of its witten accident reports to federal and State
agencies that are engaged in highway safety research and
studi es. Reports furnished to any agency other than the
Secretary of State or the Illinois Conmerce Conm ssion nay be
used only for statistical or analytical purposes and shall be
hel d confidential by that agency. No such witten report
shall be wused as evidence in any trial, civil or crimnal,
arising out of a notor vehicle accident, except that the
Adm nistrator shall furnish upon denmand of any person who
has, or clains to have, nmade such a witten report, or upon
demand of any court, a certificate showing that a specified
witten accident report has or has not been nmade to the
Adm nistrator solely to prove a conpliance or a failure to
conply with the requirenent that such a witten report be
made to the Adm ni strator

(b) The Departnent of Transportation at its discretion
may provide for in-depth i nvestigations of acci dents
involving Departnent enployees. A witten report describing
the preventability of such an accident may be prepared to
enhance the safety of Departnent enployees. Such reports and
any opinions expressed in the review of the accident as to
the preventability of +the accident shall be for t he
privileged use of the Departnent and held confidential and
shall not be obtainable or used in any <civil or crimnal
pr oceedi ng.

(c) Accident reports required by this Article which

reveal the identity, hone or enploynment tel ephone nunber, or

home or enploynent address of, or other personal infornmation

concerning, the parties involved in the accident and which

are received or prepared by any agency that reqularly

receives or prepares information from or concerning the

parties to notor vehicle accidents are confidential for a

period of 60 days after the date the report is filed. These
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reports, however, may be nade imediately available to the

parties i nvol ved in t he acci dent, t heir | egal

representatives, their licensed insurance agents, their

insurers or insurers to which they have applied for coverage,

persons under contract with those insurers to provide clains

or underwiting infornation, prosecutorial authorities, radio

and t el evi si on stations | i censed by t he Feder al

Communi cati ons Comm ssi on, newspapers as defined in Section 1

of the Newspaper Legal Notice Act, and free newspapers of

general circul ation, published once a week or nore often,

available and of interest to the public generally for the

di sseni nation of news. For the purposes of this Section, the

following products or publications are not newspapers as

referred to in this Section: those intended primarily for

menbers of a particular profession or occupational group;

those with the prinmary purpose of distributing advertising;

and those wth the prinmary purpose of publishing nanes and

other personally identifying information concerning parties

to notor vehicle accidents. Any State or federal agency that

is authorized to have access to accident reports by any |aw

shal | be qgranted that access in the furtherance of the

agency's statutory duties. Any person attenpting to gain

access to an accident report within 60 days after the date

the report is filed nust present legitimate credentials or

identification that denonstrates his or her qualification to

gain access to that infornation.

(d) Any enpl oyee of a State or |l ocal agency in possession

of information made confidenti al by this Secti on who

knowi ngly discloses that confidential infornmation to a person

not entitled to that information under this Section is quilty

of a dass 3 fel ony.

(e) Any person, knowing that he or she is not entitled to

obtain information nmnmade confidenti al by this Section, who

obtains or attenpts to obtain that information is quilty of a
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Cl ass 3 fel ony.

(Source: P.A 89-503, eff. 7-1-96.)
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